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Prof. Heis. 

A. Harpur, Esq. 

M. A. Hersch. 

H. Hennessey, Esq. 

Prof. Hansen. 

Lieut. Hardy. 

W. H. R. Jessop, Esq. 

M. K. Yon Littrow. 
L’Abbe Moigno. 

W. H. Mosley, Esq. 

Dr. Mann. 

Sir W. Keith Murray, Bt. 
His Grace the Duke of 
Northumberland. 

M. J. C. Oudemans. 
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Dr. Peters. 
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Address delivered hy the President , M. J. Johnson , Esq., on 
■presenting the Medal of the Society to M. Schwabe : — 

Gentlemen,—The order of our proceedings has now brought 
us. to the presentation of the medal which, as you have heard, the 
Council has awarded to M. Schwabe, for his discovery of the 
periodicity of the solar spots. 

M. Heinrich Schwabe is a gentleman resident in, and I believe 
a native of, Dessau, the capital of the Duchy of Anhalt Dessau, 
who, having no professional duties, has devoted much time and 
attention to scientific studies, and has attained considerable repu¬ 
tation in other departments of knowledge than that in which he is 
known to this Society. Among other accomplishments, I am in¬ 
formed that M. Schwabe is an excellent botanist, and has composed, 
though, I believe, not published, a flora of the neighbourhood of 
Dessau. 

It was in 1826 that he entered upon those researches which 
are now to engage our attention. I am not aware of the motive 
that induced him—whether any particular views had suggested 
themselves to his own mind—or whether it was a general desire 
of investigating, more thoroughly than his predecessors had done, 
the laws of a remarkable phenomenon, which it had long been 
the fashion to neglect. He could hardly have anticipated the 
kind of result at which he has arrived ; at the same time we cannot 
imagine a course of proceeding better calculated for its detection, 
even if his mind had been prepared for it, than that which he has 
pursued from the very commencement of his career. Assuredly 
if he entertained such an idea, it was not borrowed from the 
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